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A Penny.Pit; or a Vindication of 

| the Liberty of every Engliſh- 
man, in carrying Merchants and 
other mens Letters, c. | 


8 A the Month of fats, which was in the yeere 
= RF of our Lord 1642. upon complaint made to this 
x4 Parliament chat certain per ſons were reſtrained 
| £92. ardimpriſoned by certain Patentees, or their Aſ- 
— ſigns, for the carrying of ſuch Merchants, or o- 
ther mens Letters as ſhould employ them, thereupon it was re- 
ſolved, That the taking of Letters from, and the reſtraintsand 
impriſon ments of fe perſons then complaining, namely, 
Grover, Chat en, and others, was againſt Law, Liberty, and 
Freedom of the People; and that thoſe perſons ought to have 
Reparations from Cest and #:mdebxncke, Secretaries of State, 
that they were Delinquents for ſo doing, as by their Votes 
May appear. "IP > ÞÞ > 
In Nevembrr following, * Mrs Frid aur, late Attorney 
Generat; taking aotice that the Parliament had thus honoura- 
bly aſſerted che Liberties of the People, and puniſhed Monopo- 
lizers, writ to all the Poſt-Maftersin-Edgland, That the Lords 
and Commons goncarred in vindicating the Rights and Liber- 
„ 
N — 2 4 + 


— 
— 


F -- 


— 


©Y ; | * , 
— 8 


— — 


E Py . * 1 — — — a ba f | 


G | 
ties o every perſon iv this Nation: Andi that in prnſcentien 
of that Freecom which wes due to ry Engliſh man, aſſu- 
of 


che Liberty of carrying and recarrying of Lettets by way 
f Poſts, (which then bad formerly been obRracted ) and that 
if they ſhould think fic to joyn with him out. of the beneſt ac- 
cruing by ſuch Employment, they might expect cheit Sallaries, 
as by his Letters appear. M hereupon they forthwith campli- 
ed, and continued to exact ſix pence for the W erery 
ſingle Letter, till the latter end of the year 2652. that 7. H. 
of the City of Te; then an Attorney at Law, (when all pro- 
viſion for Horſes was ſcarce and dear) contrived the placing of 
Horſes in the Road between Lon«cu and Jerk, whereby any 
perſon that had occaſion to travel, might be furniſhed wich 
Horſes and Furniture, at the rate of two penec ſor a Mile, & then 
alſo at the inſtance of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and others 
of the City of 1, Town of Hal, Neweaſile, Dur bam, and 
other Corporations, having the approbation and encourage- 
ment. from the greater part of the Officers of the Armies then 
in Scasdusd, and the Northern parts of this Nation, as appears 
under their hands, under tookthe carrying of Letters and ſmall 
Ez: Commodities, at the half rates, and leſs , then the ſame had ac 
any time been carryed at, which tended much to the advantage 
and eaſe of the people, and taking to himſelf Clicm.Omenbriage 
Eſq and others Partners, (they being much importuned by ma- 
ny Citizens of London, and noſt of the Corporatiens Within 
| this Nation, to communicate the hike benefit into all the vſusl 
) Roads in E and +co'{a 4) ſettles the ſame not onely in 
| the uſual Roads, bur alſo in ſevera! places where no Poſts for- 
merly went, rorwithſtandiny the concinua! oppoſition of Mr. 
; Priaeuuæ and bis prevalent friends tt.en of the Council of State, 
8 by whom be obtained ſeveral Or ders to diſcourage the then 
proceeCings ; yet it beirg obvious as well by the Opinions of 
y the Judges whom the Parliament conſulted as to the point 
- of reſitaint, as alſo by the Votes of Lords and Commons, 
j- Thatthe People tad Legal Right to the choice of their Agent 
is - for chat employment, continue d ſuch carriage of Letters for 
- dne whole year, though to their great loſs and damage. Bur 
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:foonntrerthey bad ferfed the Thurſday hot. vic id contibaed 
this day; the [Purfiemenc beimg chen ftſtinterrapted ln the 
ver 4653." tbe of Dar; me Dort:Proteftt | Ter 
tie carriage df Letters 8 well forreign'ss Intucid, e m8 
who had neither ſpent money, nor takes pains in reductag the 
fame, which cauſed a fortible reſtraint dy Souldiers ro be put 
upon che ſaid Underiakers, vad they comnpelled to def from 
cheir laweful employthent for die es fe and benefit of the Nati. 
ons, and to atem ſuct ineonvemency as in probabiſity would 
have followed by a conteſt at chat time hen the people were 
lo highly, and tas conceived juſtſy difcontented, that thoſe who 


ten iſſumed che Supreme Authbricy, having in che year 1642 


as foreſnid, condemned the teſtrictibe Cauſes in the late Kings 
Putrnt, granced im che 13. year of his Reign, apainſh the Liber. 
Tp and freedom of the People, although that Patent was 6/4, 
«liq wid inde veddent: ) ſhould infringe their Liber ties in ſending 
Letters by thoſe who carryed at the lowelt rate, and by whom 
they dad received fo much benefit) were content to ſit᷑ · ſtill & 
wait till provideoce ſhouſd make out an opportunity . 
reſtoring the Patliament to that fulneſs and freedom of acting 
which —— — — and — 
— would vitieace the juſt Ulme Nee 
in tus partitular: Aa regard it is evidemly demonſtra 

as well — Mcttbotgin Lende, as by Tradeſmen ia 
other Corporations , chat the Rates now taken for ſingle and 
double Letrort together, (the Farmers aſſuming Liberty ro rate 
all Letters above fingle, at their pleafores , and chemfelves- of 
cheir mercenary” Agents, Judges, whether 4 Letter be ſingle 
or doable ) do amount to as much, if not exceed hat was for- 
merly taken by Mr. Prideevx and his Agents, and at the freſh 
importuruty of many thouſand Citizens of London, as is teſti- 
fed bycheir Sabſcriprions, as alſo by the Grand Inqueſts of the 


Northern & other Counties, all of which apprebend, that its 


ſuch a fur(es in ptobability may be raiſed by farming 


the publike Tax ; * 


me Inland Leers) might more legally and egually be raiſed, or 
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that the Wiſdom of this Parker will not ſo far regard the 
wily infiagations of any man who deſires to farm che ſame upon 
prerence that the State wants money, when his onely deſign is 
ro enrich himſelf by the Nations prejudice ;. nor by ſuch or a- 
ny other, be drawn to lay u feſtraint upon the Nation in the 

bice of their Cr riers of Letters, or any other Commodities 
whether tall or great: The faid Undertaker in the beginning 
of the laft Month, made proviſion by ſerling moſt of the 
Northern Road with Horſes and Agents for the" carrying 
of Letters and ſmall! Commodi ies; but ſince his coming to 
rown hath heard of a Reſolve in Parliament, by which it is re; 
ferred to rhe preſent Council of State to difpoſe thereof to the 
beſt advantage of the Commonwealch , by which ſome would 
underſtand that it's intended by the Parliament to let the ſame 
out to Farm for money, as formerly; though thoſe that love 
and honour the Pariizament, are far from harbouring ſuch a 
thought efther of the Parliament, or preſent Council of State; 
& therefore its intended, according to che Publication already 
extant, (if not reſtrained by Authority) to proceed in ſetlin 
the reſt of the Roads, in order to the carrying of — 
Commodities at the Rates publiſhed X being a penny for Eng- 
land, two pence for Scotland, & four pence for Ireland &2.4. per 
Ounce for ſmal commodityes : And that all the Moneys 
accruing by the carriage of ſuch Letters and ſmal Commodities, 
ſhal be paid ro fuch hands as ſhall be appointed, and that (after 
incident charges togethet with a reaſonable allowance for his 
pains, be deducted) the over plus (if any) be diſpoſed for ſer- 
ting the poor on work in Lenden, York, and the Countrey 
Corporations where ſuch Poſts are ſetled, and alſo, eo give ſuf- 
ficient Security for the management hereof, ( if requirtd, Jand 
lixewiſe, to ſettle Horſes in all the uſual Roads, to carry men 
with their Guides at half the Rates of what is now taken, . 
3. d. per Mile, for both the Riders Horſe and Guides; Not 
doubting but it will be conceived this way of leſſening the 
Rates to be the beſt advantage of the Commonwealth. 374 
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Seme, amongſt mar et her Reaſons that might be be gives i ven, afainf the 
letting of carriage of Letters to Farm. | 


The Statute of 21. Jac. provides, That all Commiſſions, 
Grants, Licenſes and Patents granted, or to be granted for 
working or uſing any thing, or of any other monopolies, ſhal 
de _—_ "ons and the wiſdom and careof that Parliament 
in preſerving the Peoples Rights againſt any monopolizing re- 
ſtraints in their lawful — is Abrede, the pen#l- 
ty being trebble damages, and double coſts to the party grie- 
ved; and it muſt certainly be an offence againſt the Common 
Law, when it is ſo clearly againſt common Reaſon,Correſpon- 
dency being abſolutely neceſſary in relation to Commerce; it's 
molt unjuſt and nnreaſonable that a man be compelled to em- 
ploy a man in carriage of his Letters and Commodities, whom 
perhaps he hath found unſaithtul ( ratber then another in 
whom be doth confide; ) and ſhall a man be compelled rather 
to imploy a man that intends to introduce Monopolies to the 


© prejudice of che Nations in general, rather then him that 


hath vencured bis pains and Eftate for the relief of the Naci- 
ons againſt ſo potent an Antagoniſt. | 


2. Is it nor ſufficient that the Duties of Exciſe and Cuſtom 
be paid for the Commodities a man ſends for? If not, then whe- 


ther it be not more equal to add ſo much as the [gland Letters 


may be thought to be tarmed at, to the publize Revenue,wbich 
would not ſigniſie much; admit it ſhould be Soo. l. by the year, 
which is more then any man can afford to give, except he be his 
awncarver in all Letters and Pacquers except ſingle; and what 
is ſuch a lum added to above two Millions , which is conceived 
to be the leaſt of the publike in-come, one way or other? A 
peblike Tax raifetb a certainty, all which doth , or ought to 
come to the publike Uſe ; this cauſeth che Monopol:zer under 
colour of paying his Rent, to hope to gain as much co himſelf 
as the firſt Farmer, of whom its credibly reported by Farming, 


both Offices as now they are called in two years onely be 
purcha- 
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purchaſedLands of the yearly value of near 1000. l in fee, which 
muſt coſt more money then the people of theſe Nations con- 
cerned in commerce and e ara could wel! ſpare:Be- 
ſides, Merchants and Handycrafrs-men , deſerve more encou- 
ragement then to have ſuch a ſum, or any ſum added to all o- 
ther impoſitions. Again, the ſame Reaſon may introduce the 
vileſt and worſt of Monopolies , for a man may as well be re- 
ſirained in ſending a Porter, or his own xnown ſervant with & 
Letter, or upon any Errand into the City or Countrey, either 
by Poſtages, or otherwiſe , without an Impoſition up- 
on every ſuch occaſion tv the State. Alſo it hinders a man to 
be as civil as otherwiſe he would, or might be, in having, or re- 
turning an accompt to, or from his friend, many a man in theſe 
times being torced to ſet a greater value of 6.d. or 3.d. then of 
three times as much in former times, when money was more 
plentifu};& certainly any man but a Farmer wil confeſs it to be 
a ſtrange impoſition, that a man cannot have an accompt of the 
condition of his Wife or Family, without paying thrice as much 
as heneed, & it ſeems as unreaſonable for a man to be ſored to 
pay 3 d. for what may be done for a penny, (in relation to Let- 


ters) as for a man to be compelled to pay thrice as much for 


meat or any other commodity, as the price currant. 

0 The carriageof Letters at the old rate, will yeild a con. 
ſiderable revenue to the publike, aad a min payes freely for his 
Letters, for the moſt part being of beneticial concerament. 
Alt confeſſed that this is the greateſt Argument. and 
onely conſiderable , but may receive this anſwer: If by this 
impoſition all others were to be forborn, ic were fomewhac 
reaſonable; but added to the whole revenue, inconſiderable, and 
its generally conceived, that the people had rather pay thrice as 
much orher ways, being not ſo imbittered by the payment in 
groſs, as this way, which tends chiefly to the pinching or diſ- 
couragement of the active Tradeſman, and are they aot the 
ſame juſt, equal, and legal wayes of raiſing this inconſiderable 
ſum in reſpect of the whole) as of the reſt. | 
he ſecond part of the objection is utterly deny'd, for 
though a man will willingly pxy three · pence to have an ac- 
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count; yet certainly, no man will, ot ever did williagly pay 
three-pence, for whick he need pay but à peny. 


bs 


ve” 


he is not che fitteſt man that will give the mod moay for it, 
but rather he that will undertake the ſervice at the cheapeſt 
rate. which muſt be the beſt advantage to the Common wealth, 
and ics hoped, the preſent Counſellors of State will eye che 
good and eaſe of the Publick in this particular. | 

Ol j &. In regard of the unſettiedneſs of the Nations, the 
Carriage of Letters cannot ſecurely be truſted with any, or 
every perſon. 
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A In 4g 1642. 15 Rraigt then 


rated ta beillega! 2d agaicut che L berties of che pegple, tere 


being no AG oi Parkament, in which every mans conſent in 
imp yed] made ſince, it re mains in it ſelf free. And admit it ſhall 
be made an Office, its hoped bat that pcecibus Law made 12. 
R. 2. C. z- M. | 
or or reward, hut upon deſert, may not be thought unworthy 


by way of Farming, deore a And free Parliament convene 
ad by that time the Underta cer hopes to convince all utibials 
ſed perſons of the uartaſonableneſs of the farming of carriage 
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